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DESOTO ISD ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT INFORMATION 
 

Athletic Department Mailing Address    Athletic Office Phone Number  
700 Eagle Drive       972-274-8118  
DeSoto, TX 75115      972-274-8168 fax  
        
 
Larry Davis      Director of Athletics 
 Michelle DeLaat    Administrative Assistant  
 Marci Cochran     Office Assistant     
   
Todd Peterman      Assistant Athletic Director/Head Football  
June Villers      Assistant Athletic Director/Head Girls Track 
Larry Goad       Coordinator     
 
        
Head Coaches 
 
Chris Dyer        Boys Basketball  
Andrea Robinson     Girls Basketball   
Rhea Reed      Volleyball    
Don Syamken      Golf     
Cindy Sanchez      Tennis    
Jeff Keating      Boys Soccer 
Kara Otero      Girls Soccer  
Gary Graves      Baseball  
Ashli Wigington      Softball 
Donald Miller       Boys Track 
June Villers      Girls Track 
Todd Peterman      Football 
Christy Palmer      Swimming 
Rayford Ross      Cross Country 
James Feexico      Wrestling    
    
Athletic Trainers 
 
Scott Galloway      Head Athletic Trainer 
Assistant Trainers     Kyle Tribble, Evan Woolnough, Troi Smith 
Middle School Trainers      Briana Bradshaw, EMS; Valissa Brandon, MMS;  

Chris McMahan, WMS     
 
Middle School Campus Coordinators 
 
East Middle School       972 223-0690  

Boys, Rickey Perez Girls, Dorothy Glenn 
West Middle School       972 230-1820 
  Boys, Darius Terrell  Girls, LaRisa McCowan-Kelly 
McCowan Middle School      972 274-8090 
 Boys, Joseph Loyd Girls, Tiffany Hall 
 



GOALS OF THE DESOTO ISD ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 To provide a positive image of school athletics in DeSoto ISD. 
 To always strive for playing excellence that will produce winning teams 

with an emphasis on good sportsmanship. 
 To ensure growth and development that will increase the number of 

participants. 
 To provide opportunities that will allow the program to teach students how 

to handle situation similar to those in the contemporary world. 
 To provide a superior program of student activities that includes 

appropriate activities for every participant. 
 To provide an opportunity for students to experience success in those 

activities he or she selects. 
 To provide sufficient activities to respond to a wide variety of student 

interests and abilities. 
 To provide student activities that will offer the greatest benefits to the 

greatest number of students. 
 To create a desire to succeed and excel. 
 To develop high ideals of fairness in all human relationships. 
 To practice self-discipline and maturity in learning to make decisions under 

pressure. 
 To be socially competent and operate within a set of rules, thus gaining a 

respect for the rights of others. 
 To develop an understanding of the value of activities in a balanced 

educational process. 

 

 

 

 

 



MISSION STATEMENT OF DESOTO ATHLETICS 

 

DeSoto ISD coaches and student-athletes project an image of gracious competitors who embrace 
challenges, enjoy the process, win with humility, handle defeat with dignity, are advocates for their 
community and school and are positive role models. 

 

We believe that the interscholastic athletic program is an integral component of the total educational 
structure.  While we strive to make our team as competitive as possible, our primary objective is to help 
our student-athletes acquire important skills that will help them to be successful in their adult lives.  
Through positive reinforcement and intentional teaching, we will show our student-athletes how to 
succeed with humility and persevere through setbacks in a productive manner. 

 

Our program places a high value on the power of multisport participation.  Within our educational setting, 
every effort will be made to provide athletic experiences for as many students as possible.  Our competitive 
teams will be selected on the basis of need, interest and ability.  We will place student-athletes on teams 
appropriate to their physical and emotional abilities.  At the varsity level, our coaches will select players 
and decide playing time based on their judgment of combinations that will make the team as competitive 
as possible.  At the sub-varsity levels, there will be more of a focus on player development, although playing 
time may not be equal for all participants. 

 

Our coaches will strive to be positive role models who display in-depth knowledge of their activity, and 
have the ability to teach strong leadership, ethical behavior, and interest in holistic development of their 
student athletes.  Winning of championships should transpire as an outgrowth of ethical coaching and 
healthy competition. 

 

The desired outcome for participants in our athletic program is that they will attain the following traits: 

  Ability to set and achieve goals  Self-confidence 
 Competitiveness    Accountability 

Teamwork     Respect for self and others 
Commitment     Leadership 
Self-discipline     Ability to deal with adversity 
Sportsmanship     Pride 
Responsibility     Ability to communicate 
Work Ethic     Academic achievement 
High self-esteem    Graciousness   
 

We also hope that during their athletic experience, our student athletes will have fun and build fulfilling 
relationships.  Our program will strive to provide an opportunity for our student-athletes to release 
stress in a healthy manner and instill fitness for life as a core value.  The product of our investment in 
athletics will be healthy adults who contribute to their community in a positive manner.  

 



UIL CONSTITUTION & CONTEST RULES 

The Athletic Code 

 

The general Athletic Code means to: 

 

1.  Play the game in the spirit of fairness and sportsmanship, observing all rules, both in 
letter and intent. 

 

2.  Coach and sponsor the teams and individuals without resorting to unethical tactics, 
trickery which attempts to skirt the rules, or any unfair tactic which detracts from sound 
educational principals. 
 

3. Accept decisions of sports and school officials without protest and without questioning 
their honesty or integrity, and extend protection and courtesy to sports officials from 
participants, school personnel, and spectators remembering that officials are guests. 
 

4. Regard opponents as guests, putting clean play and good sportsmanship above victory at 
any cost.  Win without boast and lose without bitterness.  Victory is important, but the 
most important thing in sports is striving to excel and the positive feelings it fosters 
between those who play fair and have no excuse when they lost.  The development of  
positive human relations should be stressed in all competition. 
 

5. Remember that conduct that berates, intimidates, or threatens competitors, based on 
gender or ethnic origin, has no place in interscholastic activities. 
 

6. Provide information or evidence as soon as possible regarding eligibility of any contestant 
or school to the local administration, then to the proper district executive committee.  To 
withhold information is considered dishonorable and contrary to good sportsmanship.  
Schools guilty of violating this section may be subject to penalty as described in Sections 
27 and 29 (of the CCR), including disqualification from district honors in the germane 
activity.  Covered school district personnel guilty of violating this section may be subject 
to the range of penalties as described in Sections 27 and 29 (of the CCR). 
 

7. Not recruit or entice any student to attend and participate at your school.  Any inquiries 
from students outside your school district or from another high school in a multiple high 
school district should be directed to the school superintendent or high school principal. 
 

 



BEHAVIOR EXPECTATION OF SPECTATORS 

 

Remember that school athletics are a learning experience for students and that mistakes are sometimes 
made. 

Remember that you are at the context to support and yell for your team and to enjoy the skill and 
competition, not to intimidate or ridicule the other team or its fans. 

Learn the rules of the game so that you may understand and appreciate why certain situations take place. 

The ticket is a privilege to observe the contest, not a license to verbally assault others or be generally 
obnoxious. 

Praise student-athletes in their attempt to improve themselves as students, as athletes, and as people – just 
like you would praise a student working in the classroom. 

Show respect for the opposing players, coaches, spectators and support groups. 

Respect the integrity and judgment of game officials.  Understand that they are doing their best to help 
promote the student-athlete and admire their willingness to participate in full view of the public. 

Refrain from the use of any controlled substances (alcohol, drugs, etc.) before, during, and after the 
practice, scrimmage, game and/or tournament on or near the site of the event. 

Recognize and show appreciation for an outstanding play by either team. 

Use only cheers that support or uplift the teams involved. 

Be a positive role model at events through your own actions and by censuring those around you whose 
behavior is unbecoming. 

Parents and spectators need to be aware that the school will remove them from the premises and will 
prohibit them from attending future contests due to undesirable behavior. 

Game officials can ask that school administrators have unruly fans removed from a contest facility. If this 
occurs, the spectator will be suspended from future contests.  The length of suspension will be determined 
by the athletic director along with the DISD school officials and will be based upon the severity of the 
offense. 

There is no such thing as a ‘right’ to attend interscholastic athletics.  Interscholastic athletics are 
considered a ‘privilege’ and any spectator who attends an event is expected to conduct him/herself 
accordingly. 

Keep in mind that you are a guest of the school.  While winning is certainly an admirable goal, it is hollow 
if it comes at the expense of morals, ethics, and common sense. 

The school is responsible for the behavior of their spectators.  The school district can and will be punished 
for actions of the spectators in violation of UIL standards and rules.  Often times the harshest penalties 
that are imposed by the UIL are a result of the actions of out-of-control parents/spectators. 

 

 



PARENT/COACH RELATIONSHIP 

Reprinted from the UIL Parent Information Manual 

Both parenting and coaching are very difficult vocations.  By establishing an understanding between 
coaches and parents, both are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide a more positive 
experience for everyone.  Parents have the right to know and understand the expectations placed on them 
and their children.  Coaches have the right to know that if parents have a concern, they will discuss it with 
the coach at the appropriate time and place. 

Communication parents should expect from their child’s coach: 

1. Coach’s philosophy 
2. Expectations the coach has for your son or daughter, as well as other players on the team 
3. Locations and times of practices and contests 
4. Team requirements, i.e., fees, special equipment needed, school and team rules, off-season 

expectations 
5. Procedures that will be followed if your child becomes injured during participation 

Communication coaches should expect from parents: 

1. Concerns regarding their son or daughter expressed directly to the coach at the appropriate 
time and place. 

2. Specific concerns in regard to the coach’s philosophy and/or expectations 
3. Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance 

As your child becomes involved in interscholastic athletics, they will experience some of the most 
rewarding moments of their lives.  It’s important to understand there may be times when things do not go 
the way you or your child wish.  These are the times discussion with the coach is encouraged. 

Appropriate concerns to discuss with a coach: 

1.  The mental and physical treatment of your child 
2. What your child needs to do to improve 
3. Concerns about your child’s behavior 

It is very difficult to accept your child is not playing as much as you may hope.  Coaches make decisions 
based on what they believe is in the best interests of all students participating.  As you can see from the 
list above, certain things can and should be discussed with your child’s coach.  Other things, such as those 
listed next, must be left to the discretion of the coach. 

Issues NOT appropriate for discussion with your child’s coach: 

1. How much playing time each athlete is getting 
2. Team strategy 
3. Play calling 
4. Any situation that deals with other student-athletes 

There are situations that may require a conference between the coach and parent.  These are not 
discouraged, as it is important for each party to have a clear understanding of the others’ position.  When 
these conferences are necessary, the following procedure is suggested to help promote resolution to the 
issue. 



If a parent has a concern to discuss with the coach, the following procedure should be followed: 

1. Call the coach to set up an appointment 
2. If the coach cannot be reached, call the Athletic Department to assist you in setting up a 

meeting with the coach 
3. Please reflect on what you expect to accomplish as a result of the meeting 
4. We ask that you stick to discussing the facts, as you understand them. 
5. Our coaches have been instructed not to discuss issues before, during or after a practice or 

contest 

These can be emotional times for both the parent and coach.  Meetings of this nature do not promote 
resolution of the situation, but often escalates it. 

What should a parent do if the meeting with the coach didn’t provide satisfactory resolution? 

1. Call the athletic director or assistant athletic director to set up a meeting with the athletic 
director, coach and parent 

2. At this meeting, an appropriate next step can be determined, if necessary. 

Students’ involvement in co-curricular activities has been proven to increase their chances of success later 
in life.  

 

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY DURING 1ST 9 WEEKS 

The standards below determine academic eligibility for the first nine weeks of the school year. 

A. GRADES NINE AND BELOW. Students must have been promoted from the previous grade. 
B. SECOND YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL. Five accumulated credits that count toward state 

graduation requirements. 
C. THIRD YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL. Ten accumulated credits that count toward state 

graduation requirements or student must have earned at least five credits within the last 
twelve months that count toward state graduation requirements. 

D. FOURTH YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL.  Fifteen accumulated credits that count toward state 
graduation requirements or a student must have earned at least five credits within the last 
twelve months that count toward graduation requirements. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

COLLEGE RECRUITMENT OF DESOTO ISD ATHLETES 

Each year some of our graduating senior athletes are recruited by colleges and universities of all sizes and 
locations.  Parents and student-athletes must understand that DeSoto ISD coaches are not able to place 
any of our athletes in any college or university, nor are any of our coaches able to guarantee scholarships 
for any athletes.  The following steps are normal processes our coaches undertake in attempting to help 
our athletes secure college opportunities, however, in the end, the college or university must make the 
decision to offer or not offer our athletes scholarships. 

1. Cooperate with the colleges and universities by providing information requested by the 
colleges 

2. Provide footage of game to colleges who request them. (some of our sports do not have game 
footage) 

3. Make personal contact to college and university coaches on behalf of our athletes 
4. Make our practices, game times and dates known, and invite college coaches to attend 
5. Make our athletes available when college coaches want to visit with them 
6. Visit personally with college coaches to provide answers to questions about our athletes 
7. Make our athletes aware of camps, etc., and of interest shown in them by college coaches 

 

DISCIPLINE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR DESOTO ISD ATHLETICS 

 

A. Classroom Conduct 
1. DeSoto ISD athletes will observe all disciplinary rules established for regulating the conduct 

of students in the DeSoto ISD Student Code of Conduct Handbook. 
2. Any athlete suspended from school will be placed on the disciplinary action plan for general 

conduct.  Any athlete suspended from school on the same day as a game will not compete in 
that day’s competition.  This includes suspension for dress code. 

3. Delinquency acts such as skipping class, school or practice will not be tolerated. 

 

B. On the Field Conduct 
1. Athletes will obey all instructions given by the coaches.  Insubordination will not be tolerated 

and be followed by prompt disciplinary action.  Insubordination is grounds for loss of 
immediate playing privilege. 

2. Good sportsmanship is the essence of any athletic program. Unsportsmanlike conduct will 
not be tolerated.  Fighting, disrespect for officials, or public displays of temper constitute 
unsportsmanlike conduct and appropriate disciplinary action will follow any such conduct. 
Unsportsmanlike conduct is grounds for immediate loss of playing privilege. 

 

 



 
C. Conduct on Trips 

1. Athletes will conduct themselves in accordance with the coach’s instructions on all trips. 
Failure to obey a coach’s instruction will result in disciplinary action being taken.  Failure to 
follow coach’s instructions is grounds for immediate loss of playing privilege. 

2. The Dress Code designed by the DeSoto ISD applies on all trips.  Coaches may choose to have 
athletes travel in a like outfit that is appropriate, such as a travel wind suit. 

3. Athletes must ride to and from competition on school provided transportation. 
 

D.  Training Rules 
1. Since physical conditioning is necessary to ensure the success of any athletic program and is 

extremely beneficial to the athlete, training rules must be established to ensure that the person 
desiring to participate in any athletic program remains in proper physical condition to safely 
participate and also to ensure that the athlete receives the maximum benefit from the program. 
Accordingly: 

 The use of tobacco in any form by any athlete is prohibited. 
 The consumption of alcoholic beverages of any kind, variety or description, including 

beer, liquor, wine, malt liquor, ale, and/or mixed beverages by any athlete is 
prohibited. 

 The consumption or use of marijuana of any species, or any narcotic or dangerous drug 
listed as a controlled substance by the Texas Controlled Substances Act is prohibited, 
unless the same is used in accordance with the prescription from a doctor of medicine. 
Steroid of any type are prohibited. 

 
E. Disciplinary Action for General Conduct 

1. Warning – this set of guidelines constitutes your warning. 
2. Reprimand/Extra Conditioning – a private reprimand by the coach in charge and/or the 

Athletic Director 
3. Loss of playing privileges 
4. Expulsion from the program 

 

F. Disciplinary Action for Drugs, Tobacco, Alcohol and/or Weapons 
1. In the event that an athlete is involved with illegal drugs, weapons, tobacco and/or alcohol 

(possession, use and/or distribution), the athlete is subject to disciplinary action as described 
in the DeSoto ISD Code of Conduct. Disciplinary actions could range from internal program 
discipline to placement in the district alternative education program (DAEP). 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PARTICIPATION 

While we realize the importance of school holidays, avoiding competition or practice on every school 
holiday is not feasible, especially on the varsity level. Thus, the head coach of each sport may require 
participation on school holidays if the sport is in season with the following stipulations: 

1. The student-athletes and parents are given notice prior to the start of the season. 
2. The student-athletes and parents are given notice of the consequences if a practice is missed. 



3. Competition and practices must be scheduled in accordance with UIL rules. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Athletes will be required to ride to and from an athletic event in transportation provided by the District.  
Only in extenuating circumstances will a student be allowed to ride to or from an event in a private 
vehicle.  Parents/Guardians may request a transportation release by notifying the Campus Athletic 
Coordinator in writing at least one day prior to the trip.  A release will be completed and signed by both 
Campus Administration and the Campus Athletic Coordinator. 

 

AWARDS 

Awards for athletics, i.e. letter jackets, will be awarded in accordance to UIL policy and criteria set by 
the Athletic Department. The varsity head coach of each sport will submit a list of award winners to the 
athletic office and sizing dates will be announced for jacket winners.  Those athletes lettering in a sport 
will be allowed the opportunity to purchase a letter jacket.  

 

INJURIES 

Injuries must be reported to the DeSoto athletic trainer as soon as possible.  Unless the injury is an 
extreme emergency please contact the athletic trainer prior to visiting a doctor.  In many cases, the 
District’s extracurricular insurance plan may cover the injury if it occurred in athletics.  However, certain 
steps and procedures must be followed to make a claim. 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMS 

Prior to participating in athletics, a current physical examination form and medical history form 
must be on file with the athletic trainer. This includes tryouts, participation in off-season strength 
and conditioning programs, and competition. NO EXCEPTIONS 

DeSoto ISD requires the athletic physical exam to be completed on an annual basis, and it is good 
for that school year only.  The medical athletic history form, UIL acknowledgement and emergency 
release form must also be completed annually. Currently, the packet in its entirety also includes the 
following forms: Randomized Drug Testing, Concussion Vital Signs, Random Steroid Testing and 
Sudden Cardiac Awareness.  Forms may be added or deleted as warranted.  Additionally, all 
students are required to do computerized Concussion Testing which is administered by the 
Athletic Trainers or certified staff. 

All paperwork must be cleared by a DeSoto ISD Athletic Trainer prior to participating in athletics.  
Physical forms are available in the Athletic Office and can also be found online at 
www.desotoisd.org. 

 



 

 

EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS 

Each athlete will be issued the proper equipment and game uniform.  In the event the equipment or 
uniform is not returned at the end of the season, the athlete will have to reimburse the athletic 
department for the replacement cost.  Per UIL rules, no equipment or uniforms may be given to 
athletes to keep on a permanent basis. 

 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENT FOR ELIGIBILITY - NO PASS NO PLAY 

A student shall be suspended from participation in athletics after a grade evaluation period (nine 
weeks) in which the student received a grade lower than the equivalent of 0 on a scale of 100 in any 
academic class other than an honors or advanced class.  A suspension continues for at least four 
school weeks and is not removed during the school year until conditions of reinstatement, 
described below, are met. 

Until the suspension is removed or the school year ends, the District shall review the grades of a 
student suspended under these provisions at the end of each three-week period following the date 
on which the suspension began.  At the time of a review, the suspension is removed if the student’s 
grade in each class is equal to or greater than the equivalent of 70 on a scale of 100.  The principal 
and each of the student’s teachers shall make the determination concerning the student’s grades. 

 

PARTICIPATION 

Each varsity head coach sets the criteria for participation on a team.  The chance to participate on a 
school team may require a try-out period.  Expectations for making a team or staying on a team will 
be communicated prior to the season and/or try-out period. 

 

TRY-OUTS 

Coaches may conduct try-outs for participation on a team.  Students must have a completed 
physical examination form and all district athletic  participation forms on file with the athletic 
trainer prior to try-outs. 

 

MULTI-SPORT PARTICIPATION 

Participation in multiple sports in encouraged.  However, an athlete must complete the season in a 
sport before they move on to the next sport’s season unless mutually agreed upon by the varsity 
head coaches and athletic director. 

 



 

 

QUITTING A SPORT 

Any athlete who quits a team or is dropped from the team will not be permitted to work out with 
another team until the previous sport has been completed.   However, if both varsity head coaches 
are in agreement, the student-athlete may move to the next sport before the end of the season.  If an 
athlete quits, he or she will forfeit his or her award for the sport.  

 

STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING 

All athletes will participate in strength and conditioning activities.  The strength and conditioning 
program is the period of time when athletes form any sport are not competing against other schools 
in a UIL sanctioned even in the chosen sport. 

An athlete who participates in only one sport will be required to participate in that sport’s 
conditioning program.  For example, an athlete may not quit the football team after football season 
in December and expect to get back on the team the next season in August. 

 

SPORTS OFFERED 

BOYS         GIRLS 

Basketball (7-12)       Basketball (7-12) 
Baseball (9-12)       Softball (9-12) 
Cross Country (7-12)      Cross Country (7-12) 
Football (7-12)       Volleyball (7-12) 
Soccer (7-12)       Soccer (7-12) 
Golf (9-12)        Golf (9-12) 
Track (7-12)        Track (7-12) 
Swimming (9-12)       Swimming (9-12) 
Tennis (7-12)       Tennis (7-12) 
Wrestling (9-12)       Wrestling (9-12) 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

UIL ELIGIBILITY 

Eligibility rules are found in Section 400 and 440 of the UIL Constitution.  Any question regarding a 
student’s eligibility should be addressed to the school principal or designee.  Residence requirement 
according to Sections 400, 440 and 442 should be thoroughly investigated for any student new to the 
school. 

Students are eligible to represent their school in VARSITY interscholastic activities if they: 

 are not 19 years of age or older on or before September 1 of the current school year. 
 have not graduated from high school. 
 are enrolled by the sixth class day of the current school year or have been in attendance for fifteen calendar days 

immediate preceding a varsity contest. 
 are full-time day students in a participant high school. 
 initially enrolled in the ninth grade not more than four calendar years ago. 
 are meeting academic standards required by state law. 
 live with their parents inside the school district attendance zone their first year of attendance. (Parent residence 

applies to varsity athletic eligibility only). When the parent does not reside inside the district attendance zone the 
student could be eligible if: the student has been in continuous attendance for at least one calendar year and has not 
enrolled at another school; no inducement is given to the student to attend the school (for example – student or their 
parents must pay their room and board when they do not live with a relative; student: driving back into the district 
should pay their own transportation costs) and it is not violation of local school or TEA policies for the student to 
continue attending the school.  Students placed by the Texas Youth Commission are covered under Custodial 
Residence. 

 has observed all provisions of the Awards Rule. 
 has not represented a college in a contest. 
 have not been recruited. (Does not apply to college recruiting as permitted by rule.) 
 have not violated any provision of the summer camp rule. Incoming students shall not attend a baseball, basketball, 

football, soccer, or volleyball camp in which a seventh through twelfth grade coach from their school district 
attendance zone works with, instructs, transports or registers that student in the camp. Students who will be in 
grades 7, 8 and 9 may attend one baseball, one basketball, one soccer, one softball, one football, and one volleyball 
camp in which a coach from their school district is employed, for no more than six consecutive days each summer in 
each type of sports camp.  Baseball, Basketball, Football, Soccer, Softball, and Volleyball camps where school personnel 
work with their own students may be held in May, after the last day of school, June, July and August prior to the 
second Monday in August.  If such camps are sponsored by school district personnel, they must be held within the 
boundaries of the school district, and the superintendent or designee shall approve the schedule. 

 have observed all provisions of the Athletic Amateur Rule. For purposes of competing in an athletic contest, a student 
in grades 9-12 is not an amateur if that individual, within the preceding 12 months, received money or other valuable 
consideration for allowing his or her name to be used in promoting a product, plan, or service related to a League 
contest or accepted money or other valuable consideration from school booster club funds for any not-school purpose. 
It is a violation of the athletic amateur rule for parents of student athletes to accept free pass gate admission to athletic 
contest where their children are participating unless they are at the contest in another capacity, i.e., if the parent is an 
employee of the school or board member, or working at a concession booth, etc. If a student did not realize that 
accepting the valuable consideration was a violation of the amateur rule, and returns the valuable consideration within 
30 days after being informed of the violation, that student may regain athletic eligibility as of the date the valuable 
consideration, he or she is ineligible for varsity athletic competition in the sport for which the violation occurred.  Any 
games or contest in which the student participated during that time would be forfeited as the minimum penalty.  This 
rule is sport-specific.  For example, if a student violates the rule in one sport, such as accepting a prize for winning a 
hole-in-one contest in golf, that student would be ineligible only for golf. 

 did not change schools for athletic purposes. 



 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATION OF SPECTATORS 

Remember that you are at the contest to support and yell for your team, and to enjoy the skill and 
competition – not to intimidate or ridicule the other team or its fans. 

Remember that school athletics are learning experience for students and that mistakes are sometimes 
made. Praise student-athletes in their attempt to improve themselves as students, as athletes, and as 
people, just as you would praise a student working in the classroom. 

A ticket is a privilege to observe the contest, not a license to verbally assault others or be generally 
obnoxious. 

Learn the rules of the game, so that you may understand and appreciate whey certain situations take 
place. 

Show respect for the opposing players, coaches, spectators and support groups. 

Respect the integrity and judgment of game officials. Understand that they are doing their best to help 
promote the student-athlete, and admire their willingness to participate in full view of the public. 

Recognize and show appreciation for an outstanding play by either team. 

Refrain from the use of any controlled substances (alcohol, drugs, etc.) before, during, and after the game 
on or near the site of the event (i.e. tailgating). 

Use only cheers that support and uplift the teams involved. 

Be a positive role model at events through your own actions and by censuring those around you whose 
behavior is unbecoming. 

Parents and spectators should be aware that the school can (and should) remove them from the premises 
and can prohibit them from attending future contests due to undesirable behaviors. 

Game officials can ask that school administrators have unruly fans removed from a contest facility. 

There is no such thing as a ‘right’ to attend interscholastic athletics. Interscholastic athletics are 
considered a ‘privilege’ and the spectator who avails themselves of it is expected to conduct himself or 
herself accordingly. 

Keep in mind that you are a guest of the school, and that while winning is certainly as admirable goal, it 
is hollow if it comes at the expense of morals, ethics, and just plain common sense. 

The school is responsible for the behavior of their spectators. The school district can and will be 
punished for actions of patrons in violation of UIL standards and rules. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2017-2018 
DeSoto ISD Athlete Code of Conduct Handbook 

Student Athlete and Parent/Legal Guardian 
Acknowledgement and Consent 

 
 
Student’s Name (please print) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The DeSoto ISD Student Athlete Code of Conduct contained in this Athletic Handbook has been 
developed to help your son or daughter gain the greatest possible benefit from his or her athletic 
experience. Please read and discuss the Athletic Handbook with your child.  Your signature, and that of 
your child, will acknowledge that you have received ad read the Athletic Handbook. This signature page 
will be retained in the DeSoto ISD respective sport office. 
 
“I understand and consent to the responsibilities outlined in the DeSoto ISD Athletic Code of Conduct. 
My child shall be held accountable for the behavior and consequences outlined in the Athlete Code of 
Conduct at school, at school sponsored and school related activities, during school sponsored travel, and 
for any school related misconduct, regardless of time or location.  I understand that any student athlete 
who violates the Athlete Code of Conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including 
referral for criminal prosecution for violations of law. I also understand that athletics is a voluntary activity 
and because of that, I as a parent understand there are inherited risks of being involved in athletics.” 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________  ________________________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian       Date 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________  _________________________ 
Student         Date 
 
 
 
 

Any questions concerning this student athlete Code of Conduct should be 
directed to the Head Coach/Athletic Coordinator at your 

child’s campus. 
 

RETURN this signature page to the head coach after both parent and student have signed. 
 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 


